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A Letter from an Officer in the King's Army 
| after it had march'd Northward from # 
Aberdeen, 10 bis Friend at London. Fe- {+ | 
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F OU ſeem ſurpriz'd at the ſudden Change our | 
Affairs here have taken from what you ex- — 
pected by the Accounts you had from ſome 
of our Friends at Edinburgh before our leav- il 
a ing Perth, and even after we were gone from 4} 
thence. I wilt therefore for your ſatisfaction give you | 
a true Account of that whole matter. TY of 

It is plain enough, that it was our Buſineſs to repre- 
ſent our Affairs then to the Publick, to be in ſuch a po- 
ſture as might moſt encourage our Friends every where 
and diſcourage our Enemies, and ſtop them from march- 
ing againſt us, until we were in a better Condition to 
receive them, which we had reaſon to expect ſoon to 
be, by our Friends joyning us, as they dayly promis'd to 
do, and untill we ſhould receive the Mony, Arms, and 
Ammunition we were every Day expecting, as we had 
been for a long time. | | | 

But that time being now over, I may freely own to 
you, and *tis fir you ſhould know that a Month before 
the King landed, the Reſolution was taken of abandon- 
ing Perth aſſoon as the Enemy ſhould march againſt it; 
and tho? this Reſolution was known to a good number 
in our Army, yet the Secret was fo well kept, that it 
never came to be publick, ſo that the Enemy believing. 
that we would ftand our ground, thought themſelves ob- 
lig'd to delay their March for a long time, until they 
had made great Preparations of Artillery, &c. as if they 
had been going to — 1 fortify'd Town. But in re- 
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ality 


ality our Condition was then fuch as oblig'd us to take l 


that Reſolution, having neither ſufficient number of Men, 
_ Ammunition nor Arms. 5 | 
Upon the King's Arrival we expected that our Friends 
would then have certainly joyn'd us, both thoſe who 
had formerly been with us, and were gone home, and 
thoſe wha, before had given the King's not being come 
as the only reaſon of their not joyning the Army, and al- 
| fo that thoſe to whom the reducing of Inverneſe, the 
Lord Sutherland, and thoſe with him, was committed, 
would have vigorouſly perform'd that Service, and then 


Have joyn'd us. And we had no reaſon to doubt but 


Mony, Ammunition and Arms would immediatly be 
lent after the King. 1 | e 
But to our great Misfortune we were diſappointed in 
all thoſe our hopes, tho' never ſo well grounded in ap- 
T 7-59 „„ 

The rigor of the Seaſon, and the great fall of the 
Snow in the Hills kept in ſome meaſure the reſt of the 
Highlanders from joyning us. Moſt of thaſe who had 
before excus'd themſelves upon the King's not being 
come, kept ſtill at Home, now that he was come, wait- 
ing perhaps to ſee how his Affairs were like to ſucceed. 
Thoſe employ'd for reducing-of Inverneſs were ſo far from 
acting with vigour, that they made (what they call'd) 
a Ceſſation of Arms with the Enemy. Some Gold was 


ſent to us in Lingos, but the Ship in which it came was 


ſtranded, and the Gold loſt. Several Ships came with 
1 but neither Arms nor Ammunition in any of 
them. . 2 pfin —— 74 50 

So that our Condition after the King's Arrival was 


no ways better'd, except by the new Life his Preſence 


gave to the {mall Number we at that time had toge- 
"| GR Wn tO . th . 

Even in that weak Condition His Majeſty would glad- 
ly have maintaia'd Perth, or ventur'd a Bartel 3 but 
when the Enemy with all their grear- Preparations, and 
an Army of above Eight Thouſand effective Regular 


Troops, were actually in march, and advanc'd near to 


the Place, it was found impracticable to defend the Town, 
and unadviſeable to venture a Battle with the ſmall. 

number of Men that were in it, for a great many Rea- 

ſons too long to be here mention'd. But in ſhort, we 

had not above Four Thouland both Foot and Heine 
| | 8 an 
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I. and of theſe, for want of Arms and for other. Reaſons, 
not above Two Thouſand Five Hundred to be rely'd 


upon as good fighting Men. The Town iS little better 


than an open Village at any time, and at this, the River 


on one fide, and a kind of Foſſe or Ditch on the other 


were frozen up, ſo that it was eaſy to be enter'd on all 


Quartets. The long continued Froſt had kept the Mills 
from going, ſo that there was not two. days Proviſions 
in the Town. The Enemy being then in Poſſeſſion of 
the moſt, part of Fife where the Coal-pits are, there 
was no Coals to be got, and Wood being ſcarce in that 
Fee there happen'd to be almoſt no Fewel at all. 
Beſides all this, the Highlanders are not us'd to defend 
- Towns, nor had they wherewithal to defend this. 
On the other Hand to have gone out to fight the E- 
ne my, when there was no advantageous Poſt or Paſs to 
be detended, had been expoſing our Men to viſible De- 


ſtruction, the Enemy hep Provideo wth every thing 


and thrice our number of fighting Men, might have 


.. ſurrounded us on all ſides, and prevented all poſſibility 


of retreat. 11335 

All this put us into an | abſolute neceſſity of leavin 
Perth and retiring Northwards, which we did in 8880 
Order, and came in Two Days to Hontroſs and Brechen. 
Neither of_ theſe Places are tenable, tho* we had been 
provided, as we were not, with a ſufficient number of 
Men, Ammunition and Proviſions; but Montroſs being 
a good Harbour where we expected our Succors from 
Abroad, we were unwilling. to quit it ſo long as we 
could remain fafe in it. We thought indeed that the 
Enemy would have made a halt at Perth, and not have 
march'd ſo: quickly after us, as. we ſoon found they did, 
they being within a few. Miles of us before we had cer- 
tain Intelligence of it, tho“ great Pains had been taken 
to be inform'd.of their Motions. The Earl of Panmure, 
not being zecover'd of the ſevere Wounds he had fe- 
ceiv'd at rhe Battel of Shnifmoor, was not in a Condi- 
tion to march along with the Army, which otherwiſe 
he would have done; upon which the King advis'd 
22 as he paſt Dundee, co endea vour to get off in the 
firſt. Ship he could find, and by accident finding a little 
Bark at A1broth, went off in it tor France. 

Before this time ſeveral People had very ſeriouſly re- 
Prelented to the King the "1: ig Circumſtances - in 

2 


which 


© — — 


which his Affairs now were on all ſides, that being over- 


power'd in Scotland, no appearance of any Riſing in Ex- 
.. gland, nor any News of the Succors he expected from 
Abroad, he had no Courſe at preſent to take that was 
. Conſiſtent, with what he ow'd to his People in general, 
to thoſe who had taken Arms for him in particular, and 


to himſelf upon their Account, but by retiring beyond 
Sea, to preſerve himſelf for a better occaſion of aſſert- 


1 his own Right, and reſtoring them to their ancient 


erties. | | 
It was indeed hard to bring His Majeſty to think of 
this, but thoſe about him Bund it now high time to 


_ preſs the Matter more than ever, the Enemy being with- 
In Three Miles upon their March towards us. They 


therefore again repreſented to him the impoſlibility of 


making a ſtand any where till they ſhould come to the 
molt inacceſſible Places of the Mountains, where in that 
_ Seaſon of the Year, there being ſo much Snow on the 


Ground, there could be no Subſiſtance for any Body of 
Men together, and where no Succour could come to 
them: That when his ſmall Army was divided into 
leſſer Bodies, they could not avoid being cur off by the 


Enemies Troops, who would then be Maſter of all the 
Low Countries, and eſpecially by the Garriſons they 
had in Inverlochy and Inverneſs, which they would Rein- 
force. That as long as they knew he remain'd in the 


Kingdom, they would purſue him even with the ha- 
zard of loſing their whole Army, his Perſon being the 
chief Object of their purſuit, as his Deſtruction was the 


only thing that could ſecure their Uſurpation; whereas 


if he were gone off, they would not purlue with that ea- 
gerneſs, nor would they find their Account in haraſſing 


their Army in the Snow and exceſſive Cold of the 


Mountains, to purſue the ſcatter'd Remains of the Loyal 
Party, who might ſkulk in the Hills *rill Providence 
ſhould open a way for their Relief, or that rhey could 
obtain Terms from the Government. That His Maje- 


ſty's Perſon. being with them would defeat even theſe 


faint Hopes; and that in ſhort whilſt he was in the 
Kingdom, they could never 1 any Terms or Capi- 


tulation, but by abandoning him or giving him up, 


which rather than ever content to, they would be all | 


10 the laſt Man cut in pieces. [ 
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Tho? the King was ſtill extremely unwilling to leave 
nis Loyal People, who had ſacrificed their all with ſo 
much Zeal and Alacrity for his Service; yet when he 
conſider'd that as things then ſtood, his Preſence, far 
from being a Help and Support to them, would ra- 
ther be an Occaſion of haſtening their Ruin, He was 
ſenſibly touch'd to find Himſelf, for their ſakes, under 
2 Neceſſity of leaving them, There was no anſwering 
their Realons, nor any Time to be loſt, the Danger en- 
creafing every Moment. His Majeſty therefore at laſt 
told them, that he was ſorry to find Himſelf oblig'd 
to conſent to what they defir'd of him, And I dare 

ſay, no Conſent he ever gave was Jo uneaſy to him 


as this was. NNE tf wn. 
| ime, freſh Allarms coming of the Ene- 


In rhe mean ti 
my's Approaching, Orders were given for the Army's 
Marching on towards Aberdeen; and the Reſolution 
was taken for the King's going off in the Evenin 
Ir happen'd very Providentially, that there was juſt rea- 
dy in the Harbour a ſmall Ship, that had been de- 
ſign'd to carry a Gentleman the King was then to 
have ſent to a foreign Court, This Ship was now 
pitch'd upon to tranſport His Majeſty ; ſhe was but a 

mall one and could carry but few 1 and 
therefore to avoid Confuſion, the King Himſelf thought 
fit to name thoſe who ſhould attend him. The Duke 
of Mar, who was the firſt nam'd, made Difficulty, and 
begg'd he might be left behind; but the King being 
pofitive for his going, and telling him that in a great 
meaſure there were the ſame Reaſons for his going, 
as for His own; that his Friends would more eaſily 
get Terms without him than with him; and that as 
things now ftood, he could be no longer of any Uſe 
to them in that Country; he ſubmitted. _ 

His Majeſty likewiſe order'd the Marqueſs of Drum- 
mond to go along with him; this Lord was then lame 


by a Fall from his Horſe, and not in a Condition to 


follow the Army, and was One of the Four with the 
Duke of Mar, Lord Tullibardin and Lord Lithgow, 
againſt whom there was then a Bill of Attainder pa- 
fing. The = oy, — have willingly carry'd with 
him rhe other Two Lords, but it happen'd that they 


were both then ar a diſtance, Lord Tullibardin at Brechin, 
with a Part of the Foor, and Lord Lithgow at Hors 
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with the Horſe. Lord Mariſpal Gentleman of His Ma- coul 
eſty's Bed- chamber was allo order'd to go, tho' he in t 
ſeem'd very deſirous to ſtay and - ſhare in the Fate of tho 
His Country-men. Lieutenant General Sheldon Vice- but 
Chamberlain had the ſame Orders, as had alſo Colonel Wa 
Clephan Who had left the Enemy. Lord Edward Drum- not 
mond, 'who was allo Gentleman of His Majeſty's Bed- 85 
chamber, happen'd to be with Lord Tinmouth at Five ble 
Miles diftance, and ſo could not go with the King as tha 
His Majefty intended they both ſhould, © but he wrote the 
to them to follow ina [mall Ship, that, was then in fror 
the Harbour; but the Maſter of this Ship was fright- of 
ned, and went away without carrying any bod. Kn 
The King then order'd a, Commiſſion to be drawn for wh 
Lieutenant General Gordon to eommand in Chief with ſuc 
all neceſlary Powers inſerted, and particularly, one to the 
Ee} treat and capitulate with the Euemy. He left alſo to 
Fe with the ſaid General the Reaſons of his, leaving this ne 
Kingdom, and all the Maney that, was in the Pay- 59: 
Maſter's H nds, or that he had himlelk (ſave a ſmall Ki 
Summ for . his own and Company's Charges) US, 
and left, Orders tor a Summ of Money (if there ſhould M 
| be any left after paying the Army) to be given to the ha 
5 Poor People who ſuffer'd by the burning of Archterarder WI 
| and ſowe Villages about it, which bad; been thought ha 
| neceſſary t be done to prevent the Enemy's March, C2 
| tho' very much againft His Majeſty's Inclinatian, which M 
| made him delay it from time to time until the Enem th 
| was actually on their March; and the King left a Let- th 
| ter with General Gordon for My Lord Aigle to be de- th 
| ] liver'd when the ſaid, Money thou!d, be given, deſi- ir 
+ ring that it ſhould be diſtributed accordingly. Wo to 
About Nine a Clock the King went on board the Q 
|. Ship which, was about a. Mile ar Sea, Lord AMariſpal NM 
| and Colonel Clephan came ſome time after to the Shore, w 
| but by an Accident found no Boat, and lo could not 2 
o off, tho', as the Boat-men, who cariy'd the King, 0 
aſſure us His Majeſty ſtay'd for them till near Eleven a Cc 
i Clock, but could ſtay no, longer becaule of the Nine b 
4 Men of War that were cruifing thereabouts, and it Was a 
| great good Luck that the Ship having ſtay'd ſo long 6 
| got out. of their Reach before it — #7 og n C 
| As ſoon as the King parted, we march'd, and ẽ-we NY 
| are..now a good way advanc'd towards the Highlands; 
. | for 
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for there yas, no Stand could e made ut hodern, ner 


could we think of going to uuerneſt, that being ſtill 


in the Enemy's Hands. Some, went to Peter head, and 
thought to have got off in a4 Ship they found there, 
but we hear they were, {gon forc'd back by a Man of 
War, ſo 'tis like they may join us again, if they are 
not intercepted by the Enemy,” „ 
1 muſt here add one thing, which, howeyepingredi- 
ble it may appear, is to ous Caſt but too true, and 
that is. That from the time the Duke of May, let up 
the King's 150 5 to this Day, we never receiv' d 
from Avroad the leaſt Supply of Arms or Ammunition 
of any kind: Tho' it was notorious in it ſelf, and well 
known both to Friends and Enemies, that this was 
what from the Beginning we mainly wanted, and as. 
ſuch it was inſiſted upon ; by the Duke of Aar in all 
the Letters he,writ,, and by all the Meſſengers he ſent 
to the other fide. Several Ships came W «an Officers 
and ſome ſmall Summs of Money after the Battel of 

King's Arrival, but even when His Majeſty was with, 
us in Perſon, no Powder was ſent, nor a Sword or 
Muſket. So that when. we march'd from Perth, we 
had not Three Hundred Weight of Powder for the 
whole Army, nor ſhould we have wanted Men, had we 
had Arms to put in their Hands. How this main Poin 
came to be ſo intirely neglected by thoſe, whs had the: 
Management, of the King's Affairs in their Hands on 
the, other ſide, is yet: a Myſtem to us, and it ſurpriſes 
the more, thatithole, who came lately over; aſſute us, 
that both Arms, and Ammunition might have been got 
from private Hands, without having the Obligation 
to any foreign Prince. So whether this unaccountable 
Omiſſion pioceeded from meer Negligence, Want of 
Money, or from ga Jealouſy in ſome, wlio perhaps, were: 
unwilling that we ſhould be the Inſtruments; of this 
great Work, and that ir ſhould ſucceed in gut Hands, 
or from lome other By-reaſon, is what Time may diſ- 
CVT. i 


Sir ifnoor, and Three or Four, Ships came zafter the 


Thus I have given you true Matter of Fact, and 
a ſincere Account of our unfortunate Condition. What-: 
ever may now be our Fate, Wwe have ſtill; one ſolid 

ound of Comfort, that His Majeſty: bath: (as wes 
hope) got ſafe out of the Reach of His Enemies; for 


in the Safety of His Royal Perfon lies all our Hope 


of Relief, and we look on him as the Inſtrument re- 


ſerv'd by God (and he now ſeems the only one in the 
ordinary Courſe of Providence) to reſcue theſe Nations 
in due time from their preſent Oppreſſion, and the law- 
leſs Dominion of Foreigners. wh 


Now if we look back a little and conſider our Af 


fairs from the Beginning of this laſt Attempt, I believe 
it will be found that no Nation in our Circumſtances, 
and ſo deſtitute of all kind of Succour from Abroad, 
ever made ſo brave a Struggle for reſtoring their King 
-and Country to their juſt 10 hts. And when it comes 
to be known to the World (as ſome time or other it 


may) what Encouragements there were at Home and 


Abroad reaſonably to make us expect and hope for 
Succeſs in this Great, Good and Neceſfary Work, it 
will appear no chimerical, raſh, or ill- grounded Un- 
1 and its nor proving ſucceſsful plainly appears 
by what hath been already ſaid, and what follows is 


not owing to His Majeſty or his Faithful Servants on 


this ſide. | 
When the Duke of Mary by the King's Command came 
down to Scotland, he found the People there more for- 
ward to take Arms than his Inſtructions allow'd him 
to conſent to; and it was not without difficulty that 
He could allay their firſt Heat. But the King not go- 
ing into England, nor the Duke of Berwick coming to 
Scotland, as was then expected, abated very much of thar 
Forwardneſs, fo that when the Government ſummon'd 
theſe they ſuſpected to appear and give Bail for their 
od Behaviour, many of them ſeem'd inclin'd to com- 
ly. The Duke of Mar, in purſuance of his Inſtru. 
ions, found it then high time for preventing this Step, 
to appear openly, and it was not without difficulty that 
he could perſwade ſome to join with him, they ap- 
rehending great Uncertainty of Succeſs in the Affair 
7 no Account being come of the King or Duke ot 
Berwick's Arrival, nor of Money, Arms, Ammunition 
or Officers; tho' others were all along very forward. 
Upon the - Reſolution of taking Arms, he ſent a Gen- 
tleman to give the King an Account of it. e 
It was near a Month after the Duke of Mar ſet up 
the Royal Standard before he could produce a Com- 
miſſion, and it is ng [mall Proof of the People's Zeal 


for 


* 


for their King and Country, that fo great 2 Number 


follow'd his Advice, and obey'd his Orders before he 
could produce one. It muſt tho? be own'd, and it is 
the Jeſs to be wonder'd at, that his Authority being 
thus precarious, ſome were not ſo punctual in jeining 
him, and others perform'd not fo effectually the Service 
they were ſent upon: Which had they done, not only 
Scotland, but even a Part of England had been reduc'd 
to the King's Obedience, before the Government had 
been in a Condition to make Head againſt us; but as 
it was, moſt of thole who had promis'd, and ſome 
who had not, join'd the Royal Standard at Perth about 
the End of October; at which time the Duke of Mar 
fent Two Gentlemen to give the King an Account of 
the Condition they were in, ot what they had, and 


what they wanted, and to haſten His Majeſty's the 
Duke of Ormond's, and the Duke of Berwick's coming 


into Britain. | T . . 
About this Time there was a Riſing of ſame No- 
blemen and Gentlemen in the South of Scotland, who 
marching over the Borders were join'd by ſome in the 
North of England, and they all together marching back 
into Scotland, the Duke of Mar ſent over the Firth of 
Forth 1500 Foot to join them. This occafion'd Lord 
Argyle's — Sterling, and going with a Part of his 
Army to Edinburgh. Naw had the Scotch and Engliſh 
Horſe, who were then in the South ot Scotland, come 


and Joined the 1 500 Foot, as was expected, Had the 
Highland Clans perform'd as they promis'd, the Ser- 


vice they were ſent upon in Argyleſprre, and march'd to- 
wards Glaſcow, as the Duke of Mar march'd towards 
Sterling, he had then given a good Account of the Go- 
vernment's Army, the Troops ftom Jreland not having 
yet join'd them, nor could they have join'd them after- 
wards, But all this failing by ſome croſs Accidents, 
Lord Argyle return'd with that Part of his Army to 
3 and the Duke of Mar could not with the Men 
he then had, advance further than Dumblain, and for 
Want of Proviſions there, was ſoon after oblig'd to re- 
turn to Perth. „„ REY | | 
But immediately after we had got Proviſions, and 
that the Clans and My Lord Seaforth had join'd us, 
we march'd again towards the Enemy, and notwith- 
ſtanding of many Difficulties _ Duke of Mar had 
CY | upon 


upon that oceafion with ſome of our own People, he 
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gave the Enemy Battel: and as you ſaw in our printed 
account of it, had not our left Wing given way, which 
was occaſion'd by miſtake of Orders and ſcarcity of ex- 

erienc'd Officers, that Wing being compos'd of as good 
Men, and march'd as cheerfully up to the Field of Bat- 
tel as the other, our Victory had been complete. And 
as it was, the Enemy, who was ad vanc'd on this fide of 
the River, was forc'd to retire back to Stirling. * 


Amongſt many good Qualities, the Highlanders have 


one unlucky cuſtom not ealy to be reform'd, which is, 


that generally after an Action they return Home. Ac- 
cordingly a great many went off after the late Battel of 


Shirifmoor, fo that the Duke of Mar not being in a Con- 


dition to purſue the Advantage he had by it, was forc'd 
to return again to Perth, waiting there, not without im- 
patience, both for the return of the Highlanders, and 
for the Mony, Arms, and Ammunition he had ſo often 
aſk'd, and ſtill expected from Abroad. But the High- 
Janders hearing nothing of the King or Duke of Ber- 
wick's coming, nor of the Supplies, did not return to 
the Army as they had promis d. And the Gentlemen 
of the Army, who had been long from Home, livin 

ſtill at their own Charge, which they could not we 

longer ſupport, went allo moſtly Home, ſome without 
leave, and others after aſking leave, which the Duke 
of Mar ſaw well enough would be to no purpoſe to ie- 
fuſe. Some indeed never thought of quitting .the Ar- 
my, and others return'd ſoon to it; but our Number was 
never again near ſo great as it had been before the Bat- 


tel. About this time we had the News of the fatal Af- 
fair of Preſton, which was no ſmall Diſcouragement to 


the Army; fo that ſome, who had been caballing pri- 
vately before, began then to ſpeak openly of capitulating 
with the Enemy, and found others more eafily to joyn 


with them. 


We had at the ſame time another piece of bad News, 
which was that Simon Fraſer of Beauford (by ſome call'd 
Lord Lovat) had joyn'd Lord Sutherland, and that they, 


With the help of ſome other dilaffected People therea- 
bouts, had retaken Inverneſs. Upon this News moſt of 
the Name of Fraſer, who had joyn'd the King's Arm 

| LR With 


„ 


with Fraſerdale, went now away and joyn'd Beauford or 
Lord Lovat their Chief. | | | 
| © This oblig'd the Duke of May to ſend Lord Seaforth 
North, to get his Men together, who had moſtly re- 
! turn'd Honie after the Bartel, and in Conjunction with 
| the King's Friends in that Country, to endeavour to re- 


cover Inverneſs. 


In the mean time thoſe who were for capitulating 
with the Enemy, preſsd My Lord Mar ſo hard to con- 
\, ſent to it, that to prevent ſome People's making private 
+ ſeparate Treaties, which he found they were about, he 
was at laſt forc'd to comply fo far with them, as to 
| ſend a Meſſage from the whole Army to my Lord Ar- 
| gyle, to know if he had Power to treat with them. That 
Lord return'd with great Civility this Anſwer; that he 
had not ſufficient Powers to treat with them in a Body, 

but that he would Write to Court upon the Subject; to 
which it was reply'd, that when he ſhould let them 
| know he had ſufficient Powers, they ſhould then make 

their Propoſitions, by which the Affair was put off at 
that time, and we were fince inform'd, that My Lord 
Argyle never receiv'd theſe Powers, and that even his 
former Powers, which he ſent up to be enlarg'd, were 
never return'd to him. 


Much about this time the Marqueſs of Huntly, hav- 
ing for ſome time preſs'd his going Home with his 
Horſe, the Duke of Mar conſented to it, and gave him a 
Commiſſion, in Conjunction with My Lo1d Seaforth, for 
reducing of Inverneſs. and thole who oppos'd the King's 
Intereſt in that Country, which we then hop'd would 
be ſoon done, | | 
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| 3 
After this ſome, tho? but few, were diſcovei'd to have 
private Dealings with the Enemy, and ſome others went 
Home and never retuin'd to the Army; but a good num- 
ber of the Noblemen and Gentlemen, and all the Heads 
of the Clans ſtill remain'd with the Army at Perth. 
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| We had about this time the long wiſh'd for News of 
the King's being Landed, and that put an end tor the 
{ prelent to any further talk ing _ Capitulatious. 
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I have now given you a true, and 1 hope 2 ſatisfa- 


| ory Account of the Condition we have been in, ever 
fince our firſt taking Arms, of the bad Condition in 


which the King found us at his Arrival; and of the 
Realons that oblig'd His Majeſty at laſt to leave us. 


There remains yet to Anſwer one Que ion, hich 
may naturally aſk as moſt People IN "7 
and that is, Why the King delayed bis coming ſo long? 


To anſwer this Queſtion to your ſatisfaction, I muſt 


tell you that I have, what I ſhall here relate from Per- 
ſons of unqueſtionable Veracity, who were then upon 
the Place, Eye and Ear Witneſſes of what paſt, and ſo 


you may ſafely rely upon it. 


Tou have certainly heard what was generally ſaid of 
the King's Siſter's Inclinations towards him, whilſt ſhe 
was in Poſſeſſion of his Throne: But whatever there was 
of Truth in that, what J am well aſſur'd of is, that His 


Majeſty was at laſt ſo little fatisfied with what was 


laid to him from thence, that he was fully reſolv'd, 
whilft ſhe was yet alive, to have gone into Scotland, and 


in oider to that, had already prepar'd a Declaration, or 
Manifeſto, to have been there publiſn'd upon his Arri- 


val. How he was hinder'd from putting this Defign in 
Execution by lome real Friends that were themſelves im- 
pos'd upon, and by other pretended Friends, who were 


diſcover. 


at bottom real Enemies, is a Myſtery which time may 


Upon the firſt News of his Siſter's Death, the King 
immediately took Poſt, refoly'd to endeavour, at any 


Fate, to gc into ſome part of his Dominions; but was 
ſtopt by rthele who had power to do it effectually. Bein 


then forc'd back to Lorrain, he made and publiſh'd his 
Proteſtation, which 'tis likely you have ſeen, and which 
I can aſſure you was drawn entirely by himlelt. 


From that time, as before, His Majeſty had nothing 
in his rhoughts, but how and when he could aſſert his 


do, on this Subject, 


| 


| 
. 


own Right, and deliver his People. He ſaw little ground | 


to hope toi Sugco''r from any Fo:eign Prince, aud 101 | 
Mi : 1 , z 2 e 2 n only | 
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judge of the fitteſt time for his coming to them; it 


favorable time the 
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only the Affections of his People, and the Advice of his 
Friends on this fide the Water to rely upon : Their In- 
tereſt ſeem'd now more than ever link'd to his, and 
they being upon the Place, and conſequently beſt able ta 


muſt be allow'd, that it had no ways been prudent nor 
adviſable in him to a& contrary to their Opinion, And 

et it is moſt certain, that it was only by His Majeſty's 
following their Advice, contrary to his own Judgment, 
and Inclination, that ſo much time was loft, Some of 
them in England inſiſted upon having a certain Number 
of Regular Troops to make Head at firſt, without [ 
which they. (aid nothing was to be attempted .; and tho? j 
the King ſent them Word over and over, that after all 
the Endeavours he could uſe, he found it abſolutely im- | 
poſſible to obtain any Troops, yet they perſiſted for ſeve- 
ral Months in this 6 | 


inion, and by that means the moſt | 
ing ever had was loſt, Other 
Friends there pretended that the Dilſpoſitions of the | 
People would ſtill grow more favourable towards him, 5 
and that there was no Danger, but advantage by delaying, 


Thus, tho' the King had ſeveral times fix d a Day | 
for his/departurc, he was {till forc'd to delay, that he bh 
might not act cott to the Advice of his Friends ; 
and at another time becauſe he found his Enemies had 
diſcover'd his Deſign, and taken infallible Meaſures to 
intercept him. But as ſoon as the King's Friends began 
to ſee and own the Miſtakes they had been in, His Ma- 
jeſty, without any regard to the many Dangers he had 
to go through, ſet out from Commercy the 28th. of Ofo- 
ber, and went 2ncognito through a great part of France ta 
the Coaſt of Briztany, and to avoid falling into the 
Hands of many that were lay'd upon the common Roads 
to intercept him, he was oblig'd to croſs the Country 
through by-ways, with only Three People with him, 
His deſign was to go to England, if things appear'd fa- 
vorable there, or if they did not, to go to Scotland. 


When the King arriv'd at St. ales, he found the 
Duke of Ormond return'd from the coaſt of England, to 
which he had gone ſome Days before, in hopes to have 
joung Friends ready to joyn him; but that having fail'd 
by ſome Accidents of Dilcoveries, he was forc'd to re- 


tum. 
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turn. un. Upon 


Tc: it was propos'd to him to Land at Dunſtafnage, which 


was at that time in their Poſſeſſion 3 but ſoon after the 


Enemies came to be Maſters of it, by the Clan's not 


performing what they were charg'd with in Argile-Shire, 


as is above-mention'd. The King's Friends immediately 

inform'd him of this change by a ſecond Meſſage. And 

this confirm'd His Majeſty in the Reſolution he had 

Himſelf before taken of changing all his Meaſures, and 
in place of taking that long tedious Way, which was 
indeed the ſafeſt, to take a much ſhorter, tho? a more 

dangerous Way, for being intercepted by the Enemy's 
Ships. He ſent therefore immediately to prepare a Small 
Ship privately for him at Dunkirk, which was accor- 
dingly done, cho' not without difficulty. 


— 


He was now a Second Time oblig'd to traverſe a great 
Part of France, and that on Horſe-back in the very 
coldeſt time of this hard and ſevere Winter, expos'd to 


reater Danger than in the firſt, from the gr We ny 
1 great 


r of ole who lay in wait fof him on all t 
Roads, which oblig'd him to travel by unfrequented 

| Routes, where there was bad enough Accommodation; 
and yet all this time in that terrible Cold he never had 
the leaſt Ailment or Indifpoſition, as. 

It was about the middle of December, our Stile, be- 
fore the King could reach Dunkirk, He was there in- 
form'd, that there was a Man of War then lying in that 


very Road, and that there were a great many more crui- 


ſing on the Coaſts of France, England and Scotland, all 
of them in wait for him. But His Majeſty, without any 
regard to theſe Dangers, went immediatly on Board his 
ſmall Ship, with only Three Servants, and conducted by 
good Providence, arriv'd Safe at Peterhead, where he 


Landed the 22h. of December Old Stile. 1 


Having, 1 hope, now fully ſatisfied your Curioſity, 1 


have only to add, that tho” it hath pleas'd God to per- 
mir, that this Attempr, tho? never to juſt, to have been 
withour Succeſs,” we have {till reap'd by it one great ad- 


vantage, 


this the King refolv'd to © nth $0 und,“ 

and it not being thought ſafe for Nia to go n f 
The Brittiſh Channel, he had been advis'd to go round 
.* Ireland: and by a Meſſage from his Friends in Scotland, 


— "1 ME coe . n h. d 
13 ſince I came i his Country, And 
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vantage, which is, that we have ſeen with our own Eyes 
and perſonally known our Lawful Sovereign; ps Þ. 
our unſpeakable Satisfaction diſcover'd in him all the 
grow and good Qualities that are neceſſary for making a 
eople every way Happy. The time may, and I hope 
will yet come, when God in his Mercy, will open the 
es, and turn the Hearts, of theſe Nations to a Senſe 
of their Duty, and not permit ſo accompliſh'd a Prince 
to be always Unfortunate. But however it ſhall pleaſe 
Providence to diſpoſe of him, this I can aſſure you, and 
vs may rely upon it, that as his Right is indefeaſible, 
e is firmly reſolv'd, by the Help of Almighty God, to 
aſſert it whenever he finds a fit O portunity, and never 
to depart from it but with his Life. 


The Duke of May's Letter to 
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ving upon 
eruſal found it very exact in relating Matters of Fact, 
I thought you wou'd be glad to ſee it, which makes me 


ſend it you, and if you think fit, you may ſhow it ta 


our. Friends where you are. I am 
SIR, Your moſt humble Servant 
| fic Subſcr. MAR. 
Avignon April 1716. | | 


The Duke of Mar having ſent me the above 

a Narration, I thought I could not oblige honeſt _ 
People Wore, tt n Gy cauſing t and his Letter 
to me w th it to be Printed, F 
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